
Vision Sunday

“Love God & Others Well”


Matthew 22:34-40


This Bible study provides you and your group with a deeper look at Matthew 22:34-40 and is based on the sermon given by Pastor Bruce French on September 29, 2019. The sermon and Deeper Connection Study are available at www.cbcglendora.org.


This is the third of four debates that Jesus had with various religious leaders.  The disciples of the Pharisees were first rebuffed by Jesus as they tried to trick him.  Next up were the Sadducees who were silenced by Jesus’ amazing response to their inquiry.  Now the Pharisees take it upon themselves to send a law expert to test Jesus.  In each setting, it is obvious these leaders see Jesus and his message as a threat to their power and authority.  Though they represented God, they missed the most important element of God’s kingdom agenda.  Today’s Core Practice discussed:  Love.
Read Matthew 22:34-40 [par. Mark 12:28-31]
1.
What does it mean to love the Lord with your heart, soul, and mind (vv. 37-38; cf. Deut. 6:5)?  If love for God is absent, then what happens to obedience?
2.
What are the implications of Jesus’ call to love your neighbor (v. 39; cf. Luke 10:25-28; I John 4:10-12)?  What does it look like?
3.
What significance is there to Jesus linking these commandments together?  Why did Jesus say these were the greatest commandments and that the whole Old Testament hangs on these (v. 40; cf. 7:12)?  

4.
How does loving devotion to God define the direction of your life?  How should your love for God affect the way you live? 
5.
How does loving others actually help them in their love for God?  In other words, what impact can you have on other people’s relationship with God?  
6.
How can you grow in your love for God?  In what ways can you improve loving others?  What obstacles hinder you from accomplishing these things?  How can you break through these in order to love God and others more deeply?  
PRAYER TO THE POINT:  Praise God for his love demonstrated through Jesus Christ.  Ask God to help you love him with your heart, soul, and mind.  Pray for an attitude of love to others and resulting actions that give glory to God.
